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KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen3 von 3 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. A 
wonderful memoir that reveals the soul of a famous writerVon Laurence JarvikWhat a marvellous book P.D. James 
has written!It is not just for fans of her mysteries. Rather, it is for anyone who has had to have a day job to pursue 
other interests, who has toiled in hospitals or government bureaucracies, who had to deal with family problems--all of 
which P.D. James had to do. Luckily, the book, like her life, has a happy ending, with a seat in the House of Lords, a 
place on the BBC Board of Governors, and visits to the Queen's Garden Party, in addition to best-sellerdom and homes 
in Oxford and London, to top it off! It is so charming that after reading it, I gave it to my mother to celebrate her 77th 
birthday (P.D. James' gave this milestone as the reason she wrote the book -- at 77 it is time to be in earnest).3 von 3 
Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. P.D. James in Her 77th YearVon Patricia IbbotsonIn addition to 
being one of the best contemporary mystery writers, P.D. James has an extraordinary command of the English 
language. Her book, a combination diary of her 77th year and a reflective looking back, is a must read for her fans. 
Some parts relating to her personal life, such as having a baby while bombs were being dropped during World War II 
and her relationship with her cat Polly-Hodge, make for interesting reading. Other parts about the more technical 
aspects of book writing and publishing, with the exception of her comments about adapting her books into TV movies, 
tend to be dry and would hold more appeal to writers and those in the publishing business.2 von 2 Kunden fanden die 
folgende Rezension hilfreich. A fascinating glimpse into a formidable mindVon M. Grieve-FentAs an avid P.D. James 
fan, I had no idea what to expect from her autobiography. I found myself intrigued by the style and substance of her 
writings; she is a brilliant writer and thinker. I turned the pages of this book compulsively--feeling a wide range of 
emotions from amusement(she has a wonderful sense of humor) to sadness.(her musings on old age and death are very 
profound and poignant) Thank you P.D. James for writing a classic in the autobiographical genre.

KurzbeschreibungIn this intriguing and very personal book, part diary, part memoir, P.D. James considers the twelve 
months of her life between her 77th and 78th birthdays, 'a time to be in earnest', as Dr Johnson said at the comparable 
moment of his very different life two centuries ago. In recording the events, thoughts and reflections of her present, 
Baroness James has found herself simultaneously remembering the past of her remarkable career. She recalls what it 
was like to be a schoolgirl in the 1920s and 1930s in Cambridge, then giving birth to her second daughter during the 
worst of the Doodlebug bombardment in London during the war, working as an administrator in the National Health 
Service, entering the Home Office in the forensic and criminal justice departments, serving as a Governor of the BBC, 
an influential member of the British Council, the Arts Council and the Society of Authors, and eventually entering the 
House of Lords.Along the way, this diary and personal memoir deals with her burgeoning reputation as a novelist, 
starting with Cover Her Face in 1962, and with the craft of the classical detective story. During this busy year she also 
published one of her most intriguing and carefully researched books, A Certain Justice. This record of twelve months 
in a life of creativity and public service, told with honesty and perception, will enthral aficionados of detective fiction. 
It will also appeal to those who themselves have lived through the turbulent years of the twentieth century. P.D. James 
is the bestselling author of Death Comes to Pemberley and Children of Men, both of which have been adapted for film, 
with actors such as Michael Caine, Clive Owen and Jenna Coleman playing leading roles..de"At seventy-seven it is 
time to be in earnest," wrote Samuel Johnson, and bestselling crime writer P.D. James took this maxim as a challenge, 
setting out to record "one year that otherwise might be lost." The result is a fascinating and reflective account, part 
diary and part memoir, of one very full year of Baroness James's life, interspersed with her memories and intelligent 
analysis of "what it was like to be born two years after the end of the First World War and to live for seventy-eight 
years in this tumultuous century." P.D. James grew up in Cambridge, England, between the wars and worked in the 
home office of the forensic and criminal justice departments, which sparked her interest in that area, though she did 
not become a published novelist until 1962 with Cover Her Face. She began to write full-time after her "retirement" in 
1979, and along the way became a governor of the BBC before taking a seat in the House of Lords in 1991. Time to 
Be in Earnest is a lucid and penetrative work by one of the most influential figures currently involved with the arts in 
Britain. James reveals her vast scope for enjoyment, interest, and simply getting on with life (her husband, Connor 
White, died at the age of 44 in 1964 after years of mental illness), whether it be spending time with her children and 
grandchildren, musing on the hideous British architectural mistakes of the 1960s, or giving her view of the 
controversies continually surrounding the running of the BBC. At an age when many people would be considering 
slowing down, James seems constantly on the move, recording her day-to-day existence and her past with an alert and 
judicious eye. "I am sustained by the magnificent irrationality of faith," she states. "I inhabit a different body, but I can 
reach back over nearly 70 years and recognise her as myself. Then I walked in hope--and I do so still." --Catherine 
Taylor, .co.uk.co.uk"At seventy-seven it is time to be in earnest" wrote Samuel Johnson, and bestselling crime writer 
P.D. James took this maxim as a challenge, setting out to record "one year that otherwise might be lost". The result is a 
fascinating and reflective account, part diary and part memoir, of one very full year of Baroness James' life, 
interspersed with her memories and intelligent analysis of "what it was like to be born two years after the end of the 



First World War and to live for seventy-eight years in this tumultuous century". P.D. James grew up in Cambridge 
between the wars and worked in the Home Office in the forensic and criminal justice departments, which sparked her 
interest in this area, though she did not become a published novelist until 1962 with Cover Her Face. She began to 
write full time after her "retirement" in 1979 and along the way became a Governor of the BBC, before taking a seat in 
the House of Lords in 1991. Time to be in Earnest is a lucid and penetrative work by one of the most influential 
figures currently involved with the Arts in Britain. P.D. James reveals her vast scope for enjoyment, interest and 
simply getting on with life--her husband Connor White died aged 44 in 1964 after years of mental illness--whether it 
be spending time with her children and grandchildren, musing on the hideous British architectural mistakes of the 
1960s or giving her view of the controversies continually surrounding the running of the BBC. At an age when many 
people would be considering slowing down, P.D. James seems constantly on the move, recording her day-to-day 
existence and her past with an alert and judicious eye. "I am sustained by the magnificent irrationality of faith" she 
states, "I inhabit a different body, but I can reach back over nearly 70 years and recognise her as myself. Then I 
walked in hope--and I do so still". --Catherine Taylor 


