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Von Damian Maher : This One Thing (English Edition)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised This One Thing (English Edition): 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen1 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Werk an 
die Liebe!Von N.R.Endlich wieder ein Buch ber schwule Liebe das hervorsticht. Ich wurde in das komplexe 
Geschehen wie in einen Sog hineingezogen und las den Roman in einem Atemzug.Damian Maher beschreibt in 
seinem Roman die oft hoffnungslos scheinende Suche nach Liebe zwischen zwei Mnnern in einer von schnellem Sex 
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und Promiskuitt geprgten schwulen Lebensweise. Durch Aufgreifen der blichen Klischees spannt er den breiten Bogen 
zum "normalen Leben", das sich viele homosexuelle Menschen wnschen wrden.Daniel die Hauptperson des Romans, 
wchst alleingelassen mit dem Gefhl "mit mir ist etwas nicht in Ordnung" im ehemaligen Jugoslawien bzw. dem 
heutigen Kroatien auf. Der Leser begleitet Daniel nicht nur durch verschiedene Orte des Geschehens (Schweiz, Polen, 
Ibiza, Zypern, Australien und Kenia) sondern auch durch verschiedene Phasen des Erwachsenwerdens und der 
Identittsfindung. Dabei werden universelle Themen wie die emotional gestrte Beziehung zu seinen Eltern mit den 
lieblosen Vater, die Beziehungsaufbaukonflikte, die homophoben Umgebunsreaktionen mit deren Einfluss auf 
Freundschaften und Karriere sowie homophob-religise Vorurteile, aufgegriffen.Durch die psychologische 
Aufarbeitung des schwulen Themas gewinnt man tiefe und spannende Einblicke in die Beziehungs- und Gefhlsebenen 
der Protagonisten. Besonders identifizieren konnte ich mich mit der Beschreibung der bereits in frher Kindheit 
aufflammenden homosexuellen Orientierung - darber habe ich noch nie so offen gelesen. Wie viele Schwule durchlebt 
auch Daniel die verschiedenen Phasen der Verleugnung, Zweifel und ngste bis zur Ausshnung mit dem Anderssein: 
"When one is different, the answers have to come from within."Durch die feinfhlige und fr mich als deutschsprachigen 
Leser gut verstndlich geschriebene englische Sprache, identifizierte ich mich bald mit der Person des Daniel und 
konnte in dessen spannende Gefhlswelt eintauchen. Auf der emotionalen Reise mit Daniel kommt man nicht nur 
einmal zum Weinen, aber auch das Lachen kommt nicht zu kurz. Fr erotische Phantasien ist genug Freiraum. Wie im 
"normalen Leben" sind die sehr plastisch und gewagt geschriebenen erotischen Szenen ein Teil des Ganzen und damit 
das Salz, oder besser das Chili, in der Suppe.Ich kann diesen Roman allen, egal welcher sexuellen Orientierung, nur 
empfehlen. Es ist ein Werk an die Liebe, die v.a. im Letzten von drei Gedichten, im "This One Thing", zum Ausdruck 
kommt.

Kurzbeschreibung. . . an absorbing read especially recommended to readers of gay fiction, but also to anyone who has 
ever sought love in a lonely and hostile world, regardless of their sexual orientation. Diane Donovan, Senior er, 
Midwest Book . . . Maher capably handles pacing and suspense . . . a solid balance of drama, sex, and romance. Kirkus 
s Find out more about the book...There is no love in the gay world! Daniel is told.Be a servant in the world of cocks! 
Thats our religion! Cock is our God Almighty!Daniel cannot accept this philosophy. He longs for more.Growing up in 
the absence of his emotionally unstable mother, Daniel suffers at the hands of his cold and rejecting father and his 
second wife. His childhood insecurities deepen with the early recognition that he is gay, and he soon realizes that, 
because he is different, answers will have to come from within. He conceals his inner truths but secretly goes to the 
porn cinema and soon finds himself alone in a world of erotic fantasies. Although he fervently yearns to find true love, 
his insecurities propel him to choose solitude and the pleasures of anonymous sex, which so reliably protect him from 
being hurt and disappointed by others.With the magic of an unexpected encounter, Daniels life begins to change. 
Although he has to face seemingly intractable prejudicesand even overt homophobiathe most difficult battle of his life 
is overcoming his own self-protective defenses as he tries to find love.This One Thing documents with great subtlety 
and nuance Daniels determined odyssey of self-discovery and growth in a world where being gay remains a challenge. 
It will contribute to the legacy of insightful and heartfelt novels depicting experiences shared by gay men the world 
over.Feedback from beta readers: I found the delicacy and sensitivity and astuteness with which you describe the 
subtle shifts in the characters interactions with each other to be unparalleled. My pace slowed down as I neared the end 
. . . I did not want to let go of these characters and the world you had created. A life of a gay man is depicted as it is. 
Exactly. It is amazing how you succeeded in putting my life, my feelings, and my thoughts into words. I found myself 
in Daniels story. I will remember your book when questions arise in my life. Enriching. I will read this again, for 
inspiration. I want more . . . What about Tonios return? Edgy and spectacular descriptions of sexual identity 
development. Alone in the porn world! Fresh and rich in observations, with interesting characters. I also liked the hot 
sex scenes. Strong story, complex and authentic depictions of characters and interactions among them. I laughed and I 
cried with Daniel. Couldn't put it down. Incredibly insightfully described how Daniel grows and outgrows himself. I 
learned a lot. Beautifully written. Tenderness is an overarching emotion. I liked the poems. I will remember the 
atmosphere and the feeling in this book.Kurzbeschreibung. . . an absorbing read especially recommended to readers of 
gay fiction, but also to anyone who has ever sought love in a lonely and hostile world, regardless of their sexual 
orientation. Diane Donovan, Senior er, Midwest Book . . . Maher capably handles pacing and suspense . . . a solid 
balance of drama, sex, and romance. Kirkus s Find out more about the book...There is no love in the gay world! Daniel 
is told.Be a servant in the world of cocks! Thats our religion! Cock is our God Almighty!Daniel cannot accept this 
philosophy. He longs for more.Growing up in the absence of his emotionally unstable mother, Daniel suffers at the 
hands of his cold and rejecting father and his second wife. His childhood insecurities deepen with the early recognition 
that he is gay, and he soon realizes that, because he is different, answers will have to come from within. He conceals 
his inner truths but secretly goes to the porn cinema and soon finds himself alone in a world of erotic fantasies. 
Although he fervently yearns to find true love, his insecurities propel him to choose solitude and the pleasures of 



anonymous sex, which so reliably protect him from being hurt and disappointed by others.With the magic of an 
unexpected encounter, Daniels life begins to change. Although he has to face seemingly intractable prejudicesand even 
overt homophobiathe most difficult battle of his life is overcoming his own self-protective defenses as he tries to find 
love.This One Thing documents with great subtlety and nuance Daniels determined odyssey of self-discovery and 
growth in a world where being gay remains a challenge. It will contribute to the legacy of insightful and heartfelt 
novels depicting experiences shared by gay men the world over.Feedback from beta readers: I found the delicacy and 
sensitivity and astuteness with which you describe the subtle shifts in the characters interactions with each other to be 
unparalleled. My pace slowed down as I neared the end . . . I did not want to let go of these characters and the world 
you had created. A life of a gay man is depicted as it is. Exactly. It is amazing how you succeeded in putting my life, 
my feelings, and my thoughts into words. I found myself in Daniels story. I will remember your book when questions 
arise in my life. Enriching. I will read this again, for inspiration. I want more . . . What about Tonios return? Edgy and 
spectacular descriptions of sexual identity development. Alone in the porn world! Fresh and rich in observations, with 
interesting characters. I also liked the hot sex scenes. Strong story, complex and authentic depictions of characters and 
interactions among them. I laughed and I cried with Daniel. Couldn't put it down. Incredibly insightfully described 
how Daniel grows and outgrows himself. I learned a lot. Beautifully written. Tenderness is an overarching emotion. I 
liked the poems. I will remember the atmosphere and the feeling in this book. 


