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Von John Verdon : Think of a Number  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised Think of a Number: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen1 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. 
Thinking of 100 pages less...Von dieleseratzDas Buch begann sehr spannend und als richtiger "Pageturner". Aber gut 
100 Seiten folgte die Ernchterung:Der Held der Story - unser Ex-Cop im Ruhestand - ist ein merkwrdig unfertiger, 
blasser Charakter: Ein introvertierter, leicht unsympatischer "Frhrentner", der neben seiner Frau herlebt, weder mit ihr 
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noch mit dem Sohn aus erster Ehe spricht, sich in Arbeit vergrbt.Die Morde? Werden ber hunderte von Seiten immer 
wieder durchgekaut, endlose Besprechungen, wie/warum/wann der Mord bzw. die Morde passierten, endlose 
Diskussionen, endlose Selbstreflektionen unseres Helden....Es sind einfach 100 Seiten zuviel - und leider ist das Ende 
wenig berraschend, da so wenige (lebende) Personen vorkommen, dass die Auswahl an Ttern recht bersichtlich ist. 
Schade - keine Twists and Turns.Fazit: Grundstzlich ein guter neuer Autor, grundstzlich eine originelle Geschichte mit 
Potential, aber mit der Umsetzung haperte es sehr. Nur aufgrund des "Neulingsbonus'" noch drei Sterne.0 von 0 
Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. A Psychological Puzzle Well-Founded in Popular ConsVon Donald 
Mitchell"'Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,' says the Lord." -- Hebrews 10:30 (NKJV)Think of a Numb3r combines the 
best of Golden Age puzzles with the visceral rawness of a fifties story about a deranged killer. If you are a fan of those 
types of mysteries, this is a great book to read.Today's mysteries tend to add to the mix a fascinating detective, whose 
life we come to inhabit rather closely. Here's where some readers will have a valid complaint: While retired homicide 
detective Dave Gurney is a great puzzle solver, he's far from the most engaging detective to read about. He's filled 
with anxieties and regrets that you may not share. If you don't, you'll feel a little too much psychological distance from 
the book that will affect your ability to enjoy the story, independent of the puzzle.I found the ending to be a bit of a 
disappointment in that this piece of the puzzle should have been obvious to Gurney et al much sooner. That's the only 
reason I graded the book down at all. If this part doesn't bother you when you get to it, you'll probably think this is a 
little better book than I did.For a first mystery novel, I thought that Mr. Verdon did a very creditable job. For much of 
the book, especially in the beginning, I felt was if I were in the hands of a master. I intend to stick with this series after 
so much of a promising beginning, even though I didn't like the second book, Shut Your Eyes Tight, as much as this 
one.I was particularly pleased to see that the puzzle's solution is based on two tried-and-true cons of the sort that the 
police run into from time to time. To me, that made the story seem much more authentic, something I like in puzzle-
oriented mysteries.1 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. RtselthrillerVon seVenWer Rtsel mag, 
wird dieses Buch lieben. Ich fand es total klasse, weil die meisten Krimis oder Thriller mich nicht mehr wirklich 
berraschen. Auch wenn das Ende eher mig ausgefallen ist, hat es Spa gemacht, rumzurtseln!

KurzbeschreibungThink of a Number is the chilling debut from John Verdon.It begins with a letter . . . The letter 
contains a request - think of a number, any number - and a sealed envelope. Inside the envelope is that number.When 
Dave Gurney, retired NYPD homicide detective, is contacted by an old college acquaintance about some startling 
letters he's been receiving, it is at first little more than a diverting but sinister puzzle. Until the acquaintance is brutally 
killed.Suddenly Gurney finds himself in the middle of a murder investigation that makes no sense. The killer seems to 
have known his victim intimately. How else was he able to predict his victim's thoughts, even his actions? How did he 
know his darkest secrets? The killer is smart and he is playing with the police. Gurney needs to be smarter if he's going 
to catch him, but this seems only to be the beginning. And the killer alone knows where it will end.Think of a Number 
is the debut from John Verdon and is the first in a series starring the retired detective Dave Gurney. In the tradition of 
Harlan Coben and Linwood Barclay, John Verdon's unique high-concept plot and memorable cast of series characters 
will be a major hit with thriller fans. Subsequent titles include let The Devil Sleep and Shut Your Eyes Tight. Praise 
for John Verdon:'The best thriller I've read in a long, long time' Tess Gerritsen'Wow! Totally absorbing, brilliantly 
written. The best book I've read this year' The SunJohn Verdon, a former Manhattan advertising executive, lives with 
his wife on a small hilltop in upstate New York. His first two Dave Gurney novels are Think of a Number and Shut 
Your Eyes Tight.PressestimmenWritten with pace, style, intelligence, teasing puzzles and lots of tension.The number 
I'm thinking of is 1! (Reginald Hill)Addictive and thoroughly engrossing . . . this tale will grab hold of you like a steel 
jaw trap (Joseph Finder)Spectacular and mind-bending . . . the best thriller I've read in a long, long time. John 
Verdon's writing is so polished, so nuanced, it makes me envious that I didn't write this terrific novel (Tess 
Gerritsen)John Verdon has written a flawless novel about flawed people and he's written it beautifully (Nelson 
DeMille)With its edge-of-the-chair suspense, memorable characters that jump off the pages, and elegant and deft 
writing, John Verdon's Think of a Number is a stunning debut (Faye Kellerman)One of the finest thrillers I've read in 
years. I devoured it. In a genre frequently and sadly known for delivering more of the same old familiar stuff, Think of 
a Number stands out as original and exciting (John Katzenbach)Simply one of the best thrillers I've read in a lifetime 
of thriller reading - eloquent, heart-rending, deeply suspenseful on many levels, and relentlessly intelligent. Absolutely 
not to be missed! (John Lescroart)KurzbeschreibungThink of a Number is the chilling debut from John Verdon.It 
begins with a letter . . . The letter contains a request - think of a number, any number - and a sealed envelope. Inside 
the envelope is that number.When Dave Gurney, retired NYPD homicide detective, is contacted by an old college 
acquaintance about some startling letters he's been receiving, it is at first little more than a diverting but sinister puzzle. 
Until the acquaintance is brutally killed.Suddenly Gurney finds himself in the middle of a murder investigation that 
makes no sense. The killer seems to have known his victim intimately. How else was he able to predict his victim's 
thoughts, even his actions? How did he know his darkest secrets? The killer is smart and he is playing with the police. 



Gurney needs to be smarter if he's going to catch him, but this seems only to be the beginning. And the killer alone 
knows where it will end.Think of a Number is the debut from John Verdon and is the first in a series starring the 
retired detective Dave Gurney. In the tradition of Harlan Coben and Linwood Barclay, John Verdon's unique high-
concept plot and memorable cast of series characters will be a major hit with thriller fans. Subsequent titles include let 
The Devil Sleep and Shut Your Eyes Tight. Praise for John Verdon:'The best thriller I've read in a long, long time' 
Tess Gerritsen'Wow! Totally absorbing, brilliantly written. The best book I've read this year' The SunJohn Verdon, a 
former Manhattan advertising executive, lives with his wife on a small hilltop in upstate New York. His first two Dave 
Gurney novels are Think of a Number and Shut Your Eyes Tight. 


