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be worth my time, and all praised The Watchman: A Joe Pike Novel:

KurzbeschreibungAt last, the enigmatic partner of Elvis Cole (The Two Minute Rule) takes center stage in this pulse-
racing thriller. When Joe Pike is charged with safeguarding a wealthy heiress, he discovers protecting the sole witness
to acrime is nothing compared to protecting an LA party girl from her own self-destructionLarkin Conner Barkley
liveslike the City of Angelsis hersfor the taking. Y oung and staggeringly rich, she speeds through the city during its
loneliest hours, blowing through red after red in her Aston Martin asif running for her life. Then suddenly she sees
another cars metal-on-metal explosion of aterrible accident and, dazed, finds herself the single witness in a secret
federal investigation. For maybe the first time in her life, Larkin wantsto do the right thing. But in doing so she
becomes the target for arelentless team of killers. And when the US Marshals and the finest security money can buy
cant protect her, Larkins wealthy family turns to the one man money can't buyJoe Pike. Pike lives aworld away from
the palaces of Beverly Hills. Hes an ex-cop, ex-Marine, ex-mercenary who owes a bad man afavor, and that favor isto
keep the uncontrollable Larkin alive. Pike commits to protecting the girl, but it becomes clear someone in their circle
is selling them out. Taking matters into his own hands, Joe drops off the gird with Larkin and follows his own survival
rules: strike fast, hit hard, hunt down the hunters. With the help of private investigator Elvis Cole, Pike uncovers aweb
of lies and betrayals, and the stunning revelation that even the cops are not who they seem. As the body count rises,
Pikes biggest threat might come from the girl herself, alost soul in the City of Angels, determined to destroy herself
unless Joe Pike can teach her the value of life...and love..deln Robert Crais The Watchman, we have the author firing
on al cylinders and Crais aficionados will know thats an experience to savour. Its one of the tough long-term Crais
protagonists, Joe Pike, who sets the edgy narrative in motion here, and the narrative barely pauses for breath once one
of Crais most high adrenaline novelsisin motion. Joe has been asked to look after ayoung female witnessin a case
involving avery dangerous gangster. The witness, Larkin Conner Barkely, couldnt be more different from the close-
mouthed Joe: she'srich, wilful and very much used to getting her own way. The uneasy alliance between the two is not
much helped when some very violent men start breathing down their necks. Joe realises that he hasto drag a reluctant
Larkin from her privileged background and hide her from view in the more downmarket areas of L.A., while at the
same time bloodily taking the battle to the enemy. All of thisis handled with the aplomb that we expect from the ever-
reliable Crais, and admirers of the author will be pleased to hear that Joe Pike calls upon his partner Elvis Coleto help
them stay alive and track down those wanting to eliminate Joes wealthy charge. Crais calls upon some classic elements
of the L.A. detective story here (corrupt cops are afeature of such novels all the way back to Philip Marlowe), but
there's no sense of clichs being warmed over. Rather, thisis a satisfying juggling of comfortable elements, with the
mix shaken up by some new and surprising ones -- such as the fact that the girl Pike and Cole are trying to protect
seems to have a pronounced death wish -- a death wish that 10oks set to take down her protectors along with her. Crais
fans can safely start reaching for their credit cards. --Barry ForshawPressestimmen” (the book) functions admirably as
athriller... (his books) provide so much pleasure to so many of us... including to me" -- David Sexton Evening
Standard "This thriller takes off like a cat with itstail on fire, and it's still smoking by the time it hits the last page." --
Alex Gordon Peterborough Evening Telegraph "Y et more tough, cracking stuff from Crais, who returns to form by
giving his best characters Elvis Cole and Joe Pike plenty of lethal action™ -- Henry Sutton Daily Mirror "It'sasimple
enough plot, but Crais packsit with terrific action and dialogue. He gets better and better." -- Marcel Berlins The
Times "The story moves along at top speed in typical Crais fashion, with lots of ultraviolence, gallows humour and
great writing. A must from first pageto last." -- Mark Timlin The Independent "Packed with plot twists and suspense,
The Watchman serves up afinely balanced offering of action and intrigue which will keep you guessing right to the
finish" Canary Wharf City Life "Thisisanovel of suspense, and it keeps racking up the tension until the very end.
Craisisan old-timer at thiskind of thing and THE WATCHMAN ishim at hisvery best." -- Vincent Banville Irish
Times



