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Von Honore Balzac : Lost Illusions (Classics)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Lost Illusions (Classics): 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen1 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. A 
bloody Rorschach representation of any modern industry.Von Ein KundeThe more I read Balzac (well, three, so far, of 
his 95), the more I wonder if he isn't walking around modern Times Square, or Hollywood Boulevared, or the 
Magnificent Mile. So rarely are urban writers able to transcend the particular politics, technology, and norms of 
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historical situations and leave you feeling as though you've pieced the story together yourself from a recent Sunday 
paper. Balzac always begins slowly, almost ponderously. But be patient, and see this method for what it is, a means of 
solidly rooting you within the very heartbeat of the story. The less you rush through Balzac's beginnigs, the bigger the 
payoff in the end.1 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Prepare to encounter GeniusVon Vautrin 
(aramb@email.com)A smooth skinned country poet goes to the city (Paris) to find power and fame - hold on to your 
hats folks - Balzac will tell you how things really work, in the world of business, journalism and the human psyche - 
you are in for the ride for your life - by the way, A Harlot High and Low picks up right where Lost Illusions leaves 
off - so make sure to get that one too - they should have been stitched together in my opinion.0 von 0 Kunden fanden 
die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Lucien's Story is Very Much Like Modern HollywoodVon Ein KundeFirst off, I'd 
like to criticize the .com review of this book for one blatant error-Lucien Chardon doesn't die in this novel. Infact, he 
appears in other works by Honore De Balzac.This is one of the few books that really shook my life. The beginning is 
drenched with long and sometimes boring descriptions of places and objects, but when the story starts cooking, it 
becomes a quick and absorbing read.Working in the entertainment industry, it is really easy to find similarities 
between the world of 18th century French journalism and modern Hollywood. Both worlds feed on creativity, vanity, 
and ultimately money to get what they want without worrying about the effect upon the individual. Lucien is both a 
victim and a willing participant in this game.This book is just good.

KurzbeschreibungHandsome would-be poet Lucien Chardon is poor and nave, but highly ambitious. Failing to make 
his name in his dull provincial hometown, he is taken up by a patroness, the captivating married woman Madame de 
Bargeton, and prepares to forge his way in the glamorous beau monde of Paris. But Lucien has entered a world far 
more dangerous than he realized, as Madame de Bargeton's reputation becomes compromised and the fickle, 
venomous denizens of the courts and salons conspire to keep him out of their ranks. Lucien eventually learns that, 
wherever he goes, talent counts for nothing in comparison to money, intrigue and unscrupulousness. Lost Illusions is 
one of the greatest novels in the rich procession of the Comdie humaine, Balzac's panoramic social and moral history 
of his times.KurzbeschreibungHandsome would-be poet Lucien Chardon is poor and nave, but highly ambitious. 
Failing to make his name in his dull provincial hometown, he is taken up by a patroness, the captivating married 
woman Madame de Bargeton, and prepares to forge his way in the glamorous beau monde of Paris. But Lucien has 
entered a world far more dangerous than he realized, as Madame de Bargeton's reputation becomes compromised and 
the fickle, venomous denizens of the courts and salons conspire to keep him out of their ranks. Lucien eventually 
learns that, wherever he goes, talent counts for nothing in comparison to money, intrigue and unscrupulousness. Lost 
Illusions is one of the greatest novels in the rich procession of the Comdie humaine, Balzac's panoramic social and 
moral history of his times.Synopsis Balzac's masterpiece about a young poets struggle to make a name for himself in 
Paris. This is the only paperback edition of the celebrated Kathleen Raine translation. With commentary, notes and 
reading group guide 


