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Von Mark Billingham : Lifeless (The Di Tom Thorne)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Lifeless (The Di Tom Thorne): 

KurzbeschreibungTom Thorne's career is on the skids. Having seriously crossed the line on his last case and depressed 
over the recent suspicious death of his father, the once ambitious police detective has been reduced to pushing papers . 
. . and is being encouraged to take a prolonged leave of duty.But someone is stalking the city's most destitute citizens. 
Three homeless men have recently been kicked to death, each brutalized corpse discovered with a banknote pinned to 
its chest. With nothing to lose, Thorne volunteers to try to find the killertaking to the streets he knows so well from his 
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days as beat policeman and as a homicide detective, but this time joining the squalid ranks of life's rejects. In this 
harsh and harrowing netherworld, with its own rules and moral codes, a shocking link between the brutal crimes and a 
fifteen-year-old atrocity could end up costing Thorne what little life he has left..deIn Lifeless, Mark Billingham's Tom 
Thorne reaches something like the nadir of his police career, broken by the death--possibly the murder--of his 
demented father and shuffled off to a desk job of infinite tedium. When someone starts kicking the London homeless 
to death, he suggests going undercover, and those of his friends who care about him worry that he is looking for his 
own destruction as much as for the killer. Certainly Thorne finds compensations on the street for danger, cold, hunger 
and squalor--his friendship with two young addicts is nonetheless real for his deceit and their pragmatic ruthlessness. 
Yet the secret of the deaths he is investigating lies only partly in London's dark alleys and corners; it lies as well 
fourteen years in the past on the road to Baghdad... This is probably Billingham's best thriller yet--inventive and 
passionate and full of commitment and dark humour. In his vulnerability and shrewdness, Tom Thorne is gradually 
shaping up into a classic detective whose habit of breaking the rules is not so much a strength as part of a pattern of 
self-destructive behaviour. Billingham's writing gets better with each book, too--the rough tenderness for each other of 
Spike and Caz, Thorne's mildly deranged guides to the street, is delicate and moving. ---Roz Kaveney.co.ukIn Lifeless, 
Mark Billingham's Tom Thorne reaches something like the nadir of his police career, broken by the death--possibly 
the murder--of his demented father and shuffled off to a desk job of infinite tedium. When someone starts kicking the 
London homeless to death, he suggests going undercover, and those of his friends who care about him worry that he is 
looking for his own destruction as much as for the killer. Certainly Thorne finds compensations on the street for 
danger, cold, hunger and squalor--his friendship with two young addicts is nonetheless real for his deceit and their 
pragmatic ruthlessness. Yet the secret of the deaths he is investigating lies only partly in London's dark alleys and 
corners; it lies as well fourteen years in the past on the road to Baghdad... This is probably Billingham's best thriller 
yet--inventive and passionate and full of commitment and dark humour. In his vulnerability and shrewdness, Tom 
Thorne is gradually shaping up into a classic detective whose habit of breaking the rules is not so much a strength as 
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