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Von Bill Clegg : Did You Ever Have a Family (English Edition) before purchasing it in order to gage whether or
not it would be worth my time, and all praised Did Y ou Ever Have a Family (English Edition):

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen3 von 3 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. "Funny
how disasters can make you see what you could lose" (60).Von Michael DienstbierEin Haus brennt, vier Menschen

sterben, eine Tragdie mitten in der Provinz Connecticuts. June verliert das, was von ihrer Familie noch brig war: lhre
Tochter Lolly sowieihren Verlobten Will, die am kommenden Tag heiraten wollten, ihren Ex-Mann Adam und ihren


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00P42WT2Q

aktuellen Partner Luke. Geschockt nimmt sie Reiaus und mietet sich in einem kleinen Hotel an der Westkste ein, um
das Geschehen zu verarbeiten. Dieser furiose Beginn wirft viele Fragen auf: Wie konnte es zu dem Unglck kommen?
Unfall? Absicht? Nachlssigkeit? Gibt es einen Verantwortlichen oder gleich mehrere? In seinem Debutroman nhert
sich Bill Clegg diesen Fragen, indem er die Ereignisse kapitelweise aus der Sicht von verschiedenen Charaktere
beleuchtet. So entsteht Seite fr Seite ein Panorama der Entwicklungen, die zu dem Feuer gefhrt haben.Die Gedanken
und Geschichten der einzelnen Personen, June, Lydia, die Mutter Lukes, der permanent bekiffte Silas, Rebecca und
Kelly, die beiden Besitzerin des Hotels an der Westkste oder Cissy, deren Putzfrau. Clegg wechselt zwischen der Ich-
und der personalen Erzhlperspektive, verzichtet aber auf kommentierende Einschbe, was die Spannung bis zum Ende
aufrechterhlt. berzeugend gelingt esihm, den einzelnen Charakteren eigene Stimmen zu geben, was mit dazu beitrgt,
der Erzhlung eine durchaus beeindruckende Vielschichtigkeit zu verleihen.Fazit: Clegg hat es mit "Did you ever have
afamily” auf die Shortlist des diesjhrigen Booker Prize geschafft. Und das zu Recht! Der Roman ist ein Pageturner,
der bis zur letzten Seite fesselt. Dabei strt es auch nicht, dass Clegg nicht alle Charaktere mit derselben Sorgfalt und
Tiefe konstruiert, sondern sich ganz offensichtlich auf die zentralen drei konzentriert hat.

KurzbeschreibungUSA TODAY BESTSELLER NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER LONGLISTED FOR THE
NATIONAL BOOK AWARD, MAN BOOKER PRIZE, PEN/ROBERT W. BINGHAM PRIZE, AND ANDREW
CARNEGIE MEDAL FOR EXCELLENCE AN ALA NOTABLE BOOK NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF
THE YEAR BY Library Journal Booklist NPR Kirkus s Guardian St. Louis Post-Dispatch Google Play Kobo Literary
Hub Powells Indie Next List Hailed as masterly by The New Y ork Times Book , a brilliantly constructed debut set in
the aftermath of catastrophic loss (2015 Man Booker Prize Judges).The stunning debut novel from bestselling author
Bill Clegg isamagnificently powerful story about a circle of people who find solace in the least likely of places as
they cope with a horrific tragedy. On the eve of her daughters wedding, June Reids life is upended when a shocking
disaster takes the lives of her daughter, her daughters fianc, her ex-husband, and her boyfriend, Lukeher entire family,
all gonein amoment. June isthe only survivor. Alone and directionless, June drives across the country, away from her
small Connecticut town. In her wake, acommunity emerges, weaving a beautiful and surprising web of connections
through shared heartbreak. From the couple running a motel on the Pacific Ocean where June eventually settlesinto a
quiet half-life, to the weddings caterer whose bill has been forgotten, to L ukes mother, the shattered outcast of the
towneveryone touched by the tragedy is changed as truths about their near and far histories finally come to light.
Elegant and heartrending, and one of the most accomplished fiction debuts of the year, Did Y ou Ever Have a Family is
an absorbing, unforgettable tale that reveals humanity at its best through forgiveness and hope. At itscoreisa
celebration of familythe ones we are born with and the ones we create. PressestimmenPRAISE FOR DID YOU EVER
HAVE A FAMILY MasterlyThe vignettes provide deft reprieves, a mosaic of acommunity and its connection to the
tragedy. And connectionthe way people and their lives fuseis this novels main concern.” (The New Y ork Times Book
)A brilliantly constructed debut set in the aftermath of catastrophic loss. (2015 Man Booker Prize Judges (Longlist
Finalist))"An attempt to map how the unbearable is borne, elegantly written and bravely imagined." (Kirkus s, starred
review)A propulsive but tightly crafted narrative reveal[s] the fine-grained sorrows of the human condition, rendered
in polished, quietly captivating prose. As the stories emerge, so do their connectionsand the idea of connection itself.
Readers may come to this debut novel because of agent/memoirist Cleggs reputation, but theyll stay for the stellar
language and storytelling. Highly recommended. (Library Journal, starred review)ln this sorrowful and deeply probing
debut novel, literary agent and memoirist Clegg (Portrait of an Addict asaYoung Man) deliversastory of loss and its
grueling aftermath . . . it's Clegg's deft handling of all the parsed detail smissed opportunities, harbored regrets, and
unspoken good intentionsthat make the journey toward redemption and forgiveness so memorable. (Publishers
Weekly, starred review)"Clegg is both delicately lyrical and emotionally direct in this masterful novel, which strivesto
show how people make bearable what is unbearable, offering consolation in small but meaningful gestures. Both
ineffably sad and deeply inspiring, this mesmerizing novel makes for a powerful debut." (Booklist, starred review)"l
marveled my way through Did Y ou Ever Have a Family, at not just the masterful writing and storytelling, but at the
emotional authenticities of every persuasion. It's awondrous thing when awriter gets things this right, this absorbing,
and this beautiful. Bravo, Bill Clegg, and thank you." (Bestselling author Elinor Lipman)"Full of small-town secrets
and whispers, Bill Clegg has woven arichly textured tale of loss and healing. Thisis a deeply optimistic book about
the power of human sympathy to pull us from the wreckage of our fate." (Man Booker Prize-winning novelist Anne
Enright)"The force, range, and scope of Bill Cleggs Did Y ou Ever Have a Family will grab you with its opening lines,
and wont let go until itsfinal one. | cant recall another novel that so effortlessly weds a nuanced, lyrical voiceto an
unflinching vision of just how badly things can go for people. | read it deep into the night, all the way through, telling
myself it was getting late, | could finish the book in the morning. | finished it that night, however, slept afew hours,
and then, in the morning, started reading it again." (Pulitzer Prize-winning author Michael Cunningham)"Like the
question it poses, Did Y ou Ever Have a Family is brutally direct yet it's got an enormous symbolic power. You hold in



your hands a great book of kindnessevery restrained, exquisite sentence comes loaded for bear. It's been alot of years
since anovel has so moved me. Number Bill Clegg among that endangered species. major American writer." (National
Book Ciritics Circle Awardwinning author Darin Strauss)One of the year's most hotly anticipated books. (Shelf
Awareness)" The sharp writing and haunting characters had me glued. (Glamour, "Five Things Im Loving")[An]
unexpectedly tender fiction debut. (Vogue)Bill Cleggs Did Y ou Ever Have a Family limns the far reaches of grief.
(Vanity Fair)[An] incisive first novel." (Harpers Bazaar)"Clegg is a gimlet-eyed observer and is masterly at deftly
sucking in the reader as he fashions an emotional tsunami into a profound, mesmerizing description.” (The Sunday
Times (UK))Clegg has produced a moving, clever novel that subtly dissects the relationships between mothers and
their children, lovers, neighbors and strangers. Did Y ou Ever Have a Family is an unpretentious work about how alife
can be salvaged from the ashes. Bill Clegg is an author to watch. (The Times (UK))"A quiet novel of devastating
power. Clegg has drawn atale of prodigious tenderness and lyricism.... that reveals the depths of the human heart.
[Did You Ever Have a Family] is awonderful and deeply moving novel, which compels us to look directly into the
dark night of our deepest fears and then quietly, step by tiny step, guides us towards the first pink smudges of the
dawn." (The Guardian (UK))A quiet, measured and engrossing piece. a poignant portrait of fractured family lives.
Cleggs prose conveys the numbed grieving state of mind, its quietness fitting its subject of deep clear-eyed sadness. It
approaches grief gently and, in the end, its gentlenessisits triumph. (The Daily Telegraph (UK))Thisfirst novel
arrives with a shoutClegg covers the full spectrum of human emation in this beautifully nuanced story." (BBC, Ten
Books to Read in September)In trying to tell the faceted story of a single moment as seen by a hundred different eyes,
Clegg has attempted something daring. And the wonder of it is how often his experiment succeeds... (NPR)In
measured prose, Clegg unspools the stories of June and the other survivors as they face unimaginable horror and take
their first halting steps toward hope and community." (People)One of Nineteen Awesome New Books Y ou Need to
Read This Fall (2015) (Buzzfeed)"Did Y ou Ever Have a Family isthe first full-length foray into fiction for Bill
Clegg... but it reads like the quietly assured work of aveteran novelist.... itsrare to find a book that renders
unimaginable loss in such an elogquent, elegant voice." (Entertainment Weekly, A- review)llluminate[s] how grief,
guilt, regrets and the deep need for human connection are woven into the very flammable fabric of humanity. Clegg's
emotionally direct, polished novel is at once heartrending and heartening. It's a gift to be able to write about such dark
stuff without succumbing to utter bleakness, and to infuse even scorching sadness with aray of hopefulness. (Los
Angeles Times)How do you continue if al at once, everyone you love has been wiped away? With crosscutting
perspectives and a voluminous cast of characters, Clegg constructs a layered narrative with some dexterous plot twists.
(Boston Globe)"Thisisnt your typical mystery, its something better: areal-life thriller in which resolution takes the
form of acceptance. While [Clegg] never suggests anything as simplistic as closure for these tormented souls, he
manages to find ways for them to move forward from this tragedy, making it seem alittle less random than it did at the
beginning, and that in and of itself isakind of mercy." (San Francisco Gate)"[Did Y ou Ever Have a] Family isaquiet
and beautifully written novel that will keep readers turning the pages. There is no resignation here. Rather, Clegg
seems to say, it isthe courage to intervene in anothers life that defines the notion of family. (Star
Tribune)Heartbreaking but quietly optimistic, Did Y ou Ever Have a Family isarumination on horrific loss, healing,
forgiveness, and the families we choose for ourselves. (Buzzfeed, 19 Awesome New Books Y ou Need To Read This
Fall (2015))[Did Y ou Ever Have A] Family melds several grieving voicesinto a detailed mosaic of atown split
between locals and weekenders, a mystery in which the stakes really matter, and arecovery story more original than
Cleggs own. (Vulture, 7 Books Y ou Need to Read This September (2015))WerbetextWe all have families. What do
you do when your family has just been destroyed?



