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Von William Landay : Defending Jacob: A Novel  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Defending Jacob: A Novel: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen3 von 3 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. 
IntensivVon V. LudewigStellvertretender Staatsanwalt erfhrt vom Mord an einem Mitschler seines Sohnes Jacob. 
Schon nach kurzer Zeit gert Jacob in Verdacht und wird unter Anklage gestellt. Der Staatsanwalt wird vorbergehend 
suspendiert und versucht, die Unschuld seines Sohnes zu beweisen.Eine klar strukturierte Geschichte, der man 
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anmerkt, dass der Autor Kenntnisse des amerikanischen Rechts-Systems hat er hat selber als Staatsanwalt gearbeitet. 
Was die Kraft des Romans ausmacht ist seine Ausfhrlichkeit. Die Geschichte entfaltet sich langsam, aber umso 
effektiver. Als Leser ist man hineingezogen, sowohl in die Katastrophe einer Familie, die unter dem Druck der 
ffentlichen und gerichtlichen Anklage zu zerbersten droht, als auch in die ausfhrlichen Passagen der Vernehmung und 
der Verhandlung. So wie sein Vater wnscht man sich, Jacob wre unschuldig. Anders als fr ihn erschliet sich dem 
Leser, dass die berzeugung Das ist mein Sohn, er kann das nicht getan haben mglicherweise eine Wunschbild ist, das 
ein Vater zum Selbsterhalt und zum Erhalt der Familie bentigt. Psychologisch stimmig, juristisch und kriminologisch 
realistisch und trotz dieser schlicht erscheinenden Storyline erzhlerisch berraschend. Defending Jacob nimmt einen 
mit. So oder so.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Gripping family drama and crime thrillerVon 
DanielaThis is the tragic story of a father and a family confronted with the idea that their son may be a murderer and a 
psychopath. Andrew Barber is a highly successful lawyer and assistant district attorney in the Boston area. However, 
when his 14-year-old son Jacob is accused of murdering a classmate, life as they know it ends for the Barber family. 
Andrew firmly believes that his son is innocent, and in the fight to defend Jacob, he and his wife Laurie lose 
everything; their jobs, their friends, their money. But worst for the Barbers, and particularly Laurie, is the underlying 
terrifying uncertainty is Jacob truly innocent? Or have they unknowingly raised a teenage psychopath who has killed 
once and may kill again if they succeed in getting him acquitted?Despite its tragic and horrifying theme, Defending 
Jacob is a grippingly written novel that is at the same time a crime thriller and a psychological account of how far 
parents will go in their love for their children. The story is sad but fascinating, and the style of writing is not overly 
sentimental and maudlin, but almost matter-of-fact and neutral as befits a lawyer. This to me makes it all the more 
powerful and compelling, and I could not put the book down right to the (very unexpected) ending.0 von 0 Kunden 
fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. TouchingVon Susie NjiksThis story is plain brilliant, with deep and moving 
characters, lofty ideas and an insight that gets my full respect.The descriptions are vivid, the setting wide and varied, 
and William Landlay has a good sense of things and knowledge. The connections made between Jacob and Andy 
Barber, his father, are well observed. The twists and interconnections in the story also reminds me of Triple Agent 
Double Cross.The story gripped me all the way to the end, made explosive by the final twist in the story.

KurzbeschreibungNAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY Entertainment Weekly The Boston 
Globe Kansas City Star A legal thriller thats comparable to classics such as Scott Turows Presumed Innocent . . . 
Tragic and shocking, Defending Jacob is sure to generate buzz.Associated Press NEW YORK TIMES 
BESTSELLERAndy Barber has been an assistant district attorney for two decades. He is respected. Admired in the 
courtroom. Happy at home with the loves of his life, his wife, Laurie, and teenage son, Jacob.Then Andys quiet suburb 
is stunned by a shocking crime: a young boy stabbed to death in a leafy park. And an even greater shock: The accused 
is Andys own sonshy, awkward, mysterious Jacob.Andy believes in Jacobs innocence. Any parent would. But the 
pressure mounts. Damning evidence. Doubt. A faltering marriage. The neighbors contempt. A murder trial that 
threatens to obliterate Andys family.It is the ultimate test for any parent: How far would you go to protect your child? 
It is a test of devotion. A test of how well a parent can know a child. For Andy Barber, a man with an iron will and a 
dark secret, it is a test of guilt and innocence in the deepest sense.How far would you go?Praise for Defending Jacob 
Ingenious . . . Nothing is predictable. All bets are off.The New York Times Stunning . . . a novel that comes to you out 
of the blue and manages to keep you reading feverishly until the whole thing is completed.The Huffington Post 
Gripping, emotional murder saga . . . The shocking ending will have readers pulling up their bedcovers to ward off the 
haunting chill.People The hype is justified. . . . Exceptionally serious, suspenseful, engrossing.The Washington Post 
Even with unexpected twists and turns, the two narratives interlock like the teeth of a zipper, building to a tough and 
unflinching finale. This novel has major motion picture written all over it.The Boston Globe Yes, this book came out 
in January. No, we are not done talking about it.Entertainment WeeklyBONUS: This edition contains excerpts from 
William Landay's Mission Flats and The Strangler and a Defending Jacob discussion guide.PressestimmenPraise for 
Defending JacobWilliam Landay makes bold use of his genuine storytelling gift, his amazing ability to craft believable 
dialogue, and, above all, his extraordinary understanding of what it means to be a husband and father to present us 
with an unforgettable tale of an ordinary marriage and family in crisis. On the surface this novel reads like a first-rate 
thriller, but at its heart its a love story. Its the story of a man who adores his wife and child, but more than that, its a 
novel that describes the fine edge between love and madness, and the lies we sometimes tell ourselves. Landay has 
proven himself to be an extraordinary writer, and Defending Jacob is an amazing novel. Do yourself a favor and read 
it. Its that good.Nicholas SparksDefending Jacob is smart, sophisticated, and suspensefulcapturing both the complexity 
and stunning fragility of family life.Lee ChildPowerful . . . leaves you gasping breathlessly at each shocking 
revelation.Lisa GardnerA page-turning, stomach-clenching exploration of family.Chevy StevensA stunning novel that 
will be compared to classic courtroom thrillers like Presumed Innocent and Anatomy of a Murder.Phillip MargolinSo 
well-written, every character so movingly and convincingly drawn, the plot so utterly enthralling . . . Defending Jacob 



is absolutely stellar, first-rate fictionhuman, sensitive, and gripping in the extreme.Lisa UngerMore than a terrific legal 
thrill ride, Defending Jacob is an unflinching appraisal of the darkest, most poignant consequences of the love that 
binds, and blinds, families. Its one of those rare books that call for contemplation and insight along with every 
breathtaking surprise.Stephen WhiteLanday spins a tale of such complexity and emotion that you dont even realize 
youre spiraling deep into his world until he spits you out at his shocking, shattering conclusion.Carla 
BuckleySensational . . . one of the best books of the year.John LutzA novel like this comes along maybe once a decade 
. . . a tour de force, a full-blooded legal thriller about a murder trial and the way it shatters a family. With its relentless 
suspense, its mesmerizing prose, and a shocking twist at the end, its every bit as good as Scott Turows great Presumed 
Innocent. But its also something more: an indelible domestic drama that calls to mind Ordinary People and We Need 
to Talk About Kevin. A spellbinding and unforgettable literary crime novel.Joseph FinderPowerful, disturbing, 
complex, and gripping, Defending Jacob is impossible to put down. William Landay is a stunning talent.Carla 
NeggersRiveting, suspenseful, and emotionally searing.Linwood BarclayBrilliantly conceived . . . combines a 
harrowing family drama with riveting courtroom scenes that make readers feel they are actually witnessing the trial 
unfold.Stephen FreyA carefully plotted and precisely written thriller about a family put to the ultimate test . . 
.Defending Jacobis bound to enthrall.Thomas H. CookHarrowing . . . This searing narrative proves the ancient Greek 
tragedians were right: the worst punishment is not death but living with what youknowingly or unknowinglyhave 
done.Publishers Weekly (starred review)[Landay] reaches a new level of excellence with this riveting, knock-your-
socks-off legal thriller. With its masterfully crafted characterizations and dialogue, emotional depth, and frightening 
implications, the novel rivals the best of Scott Turow and John Grisham. Dont miss it. Booklist (starred 
review)Gripping, emotional murder saga.The shocking ending will have readers pulling up their bedcovers to ward off 
the haunting chill. People Magazine (three of four stars)Landay has written a legal thriller thats comparable to classics 
such as Scott Turows Presumed Innocent.Tragic and shocking, Defending Jacob is sure to generate buzz. Associated 
PressDo you like a mystery with a good twist at the end? How about one with the literary equivalent of skatings triple 
axel?....Hang on for that shocking and yet believable endingwith a triple twist you wont see coming. Portland 
OregonianLike John Grisham and Scott Turow, Landay is a lawyer with a solid grasp of how to use courtroom scenes 
to advance his jigsaw-puzzle story.with a grabby premise and careful plotting, he keeps you turning the pages through 
the shocking gut-punch of an ending. Entertainment Weekly[Landay] reaches a new level of excellence with this 
riveting, knock-your-socks-off legal thriller. With its masterfully crafted characterizations and dialogue, emotional 
depth, and frightening implications, the novel rivals the best of Scott Turow and John Grisham. Dont miss it. Booklist 
(starred review)Not since the novels of Scott Turow has a crime thrillerand thriller, though this too happens to be a 
literary legal thrillershaken me by the throat like this. Its a stunning, shocking, emotionally harrowing ride in which 
the reader is plunged into a riveting but terrible murder trial and the heartbreaking implosion of a loving family. Daily 
MailEven with unexpected twists and turns, the two narratives interlock like the teeth of a zipper, building to a tough 
and unflinching finale. This novel has major motion picture written all over it. The Boston GlobeLanday turns out to 
be creating a clever blend of legal thriller and issue-oriented family implosionnothing is predictable. All bets are off. 
Janet Maslin, The New York TimesDefending Jacob is a novel that comes to you out of the blue and manages to keep 
you reading feverishly until the whole thing is completed.Landay has written a stunning novel and it is one that should 
draw attention to the possibilities it raises. In the next few weeks, Defending Jacob is the novel most readers are going 
to be discussing. Huffington PostThe hype is justifiedexceptionally serious, suspenseful, engrossing. The Washington 
PostPressestimmenPraise for Defending JacobWilliam Landay makes bold use of his genuine storytelling gift, his 
amazing ability to craft believable dialogue, and, above all, his extraordinary understanding of what it means to be a 
husband and father to present us with an unforgettable tale of an ordinary marriage and family in crisis. On the surface 
this novel reads like a first-rate thriller, but at its heart its a love story. Its the story of a man who adores his wife and 
child, but more than that, its a novel that describes the fine edge between love and madness, and the lies we sometimes 
tell ourselves. Landay has proven himself to be an extraordinary writer, and Defending Jacob is an amazing novel. Do 
yourself a favor and read it. Its that good.Nicholas SparksDefending Jacob is smart, sophisticated, and 
suspensefulcapturing both the complexity and stunning fragility of family life.Lee ChildPowerful . . . leaves you 
gasping breathlessly at each shocking revelation.Lisa GardnerA page-turning, stomach-clenching exploration of 
family.Chevy StevensA stunning novel that will be compared to classic courtroom thrillers like Presumed Innocent 
and Anatomy of a Murder.Phillip MargolinSo well-written, every character so movingly and convincingly drawn, the 
plot so utterly enthralling . . . Defending Jacob is absolutely stellar, first-rate fictionhuman, sensitive, and gripping in 
the extreme.Lisa UngerMore than a terrific legal thrill ride, Defending Jacob is an unflinching appraisal of the darkest, 
most poignant consequences of the love that binds, and blinds, families. Its one of those rare books that call for 
contemplation and insight along with every breathtaking surprise.Stephen WhiteLanday spins a tale of such 
complexity and emotion that you dont even realize youre spiraling deep into his world until he spits you out at his 
shocking, shattering conclusion.Carla BuckleySensational . . . one of the best books of the year.John LutzA novel like 
this comes along maybe once a decade . . . a tour de force, a full-blooded legal thriller about a murder trial and the way 
it shatters a family. With its relentless suspense, its mesmerizing prose, and a shocking twist at the end, its every bit as 



good as Scott Turows great Presumed Innocent. But its also something more: an indelible domestic drama that calls to 
mind Ordinary People and We Need to Talk About Kevin. A spellbinding and unforgettable literary crime 
novel.Joseph FinderPowerful, disturbing, complex, and gripping, Defending Jacob is impossible to put down. William 
Landay is a stunning talent.Carla NeggersRiveting, suspenseful, and emotionally searing.Linwood BarclayBrilliantly 
conceived . . . combines a harrowing family drama with riveting courtroom scenes that make readers feel they are 
actually witnessing the trial unfold.Stephen FreyA carefully plotted and precisely written thriller about a family put to 
the ultimate test . . .Defending Jacobis bound to enthrall.Thomas H. CookHarrowing . . . This searing narrative proves 
the ancient Greek tragedians were right: the worst punishment is not death but living with what youknowingly or 
unknowinglyhave done.Publishers Weekly (starred review)[Landay] reaches a new level of excellence with this 
riveting, knock-your-socks-off legal thriller. With its masterfully crafted characterizations and dialogue, emotional 
depth, and frightening implications, the novel rivals the best of Scott Turow and John Grisham. Dont miss it. Booklist 
(starred review)Gripping, emotional murder saga.The shocking ending will have readers pulling up their bedcovers to 
ward off the haunting chill. People Magazine (three of four stars)Landay has written a legal thriller thats comparable 
to classics such as Scott Turows Presumed Innocent.Tragic and shocking, Defending Jacob is sure to generate buzz. 
Associated PressDo you like a mystery with a good twist at the end? How about one with the literary equivalent of 
skatings triple axel?....Hang on for that shocking and yet believable endingwith a triple twist you wont see coming. 
Portland OregonianLike John Grisham and Scott Turow, Landay is a lawyer with a solid grasp of how to use 
courtroom scenes to advance his jigsaw-puzzle story.with a grabby premise and careful plotting, he keeps you turning 
the pages through the shocking gut-punch of an ending. Entertainment Weekly[Landay] reaches a new level of 
excellence with this riveting, knock-your-socks-off legal thriller. With its masterfully crafted characterizations and 
dialogue, emotional depth, and frightening implications, the novel rivals the best of Scott Turow and John Grisham. 
Dont miss it. Booklist (starred review)Not since the novels of Scott Turow has a crime thrillerand thriller, though this 
too happens to be a literary legal thrillershaken me by the throat like this. Its a stunning, shocking, emotionally 
harrowing ride in which the reader is plunged into a riveting but terrible murder trial and the heartbreaking implosion 
of a loving family. Daily MailEven with unexpected twists and turns, the two narratives interlock like the teeth of a 
zipper, building to a tough and unflinching finale. This novel has major motion picture written all over it. The Boston 
GlobeLanday turns out to be creating a clever blend of legal thriller and issue-oriented family implosionnothing is 
predictable. All bets are off. Janet Maslin, The New York TimesDefending Jacob is a novel that comes to you out of 
the blue and manages to keep you reading feverishly until the whole thing is completed.Landay has written a stunning 
novel and it is one that should draw attention to the possibilities it raises. In the next few weeks, Defending Jacob is 
the novel most readers are going to be discussing. Huffington PostThe hype is justifiedexceptionally serious, 
suspenseful, engrossing. The Washington Post 


