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KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen1 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Eine 
Lese-Fernreise zum (Um)GewhnenVon M. A. SpannringMan msste stutzig werden, liee sich der Roman eines 
chinesischen Autors bruchlos in unsere westlichen Leseerwartungen und -gewohnheiten einordnen. Das tut diese 
Erzhlung von Mai Jia auch nicht.Die gleichsam "staats-tragende" Rolle des Autors, der ja auch als Vorstand des 
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chinesischen PEN-Klubs fungiert, wird auf verschiedenen Ebenen deutlich:- Westliche Literatur wrde die 
Aufopferung eines genial begabten Menschen fr militrische Zwecke des Staates problematisieren. Mai Jia zeichnet 
seine Hauptfigur als tragischen Helden, wie mir scheint.- Die Geschichte lebt von der Psychologie der 
Hauptfigur.Ohnehin ein anspruchsvolles Unterfangen, wenn es sich dabei um ein Mathermatik-Genie mit Asperger-
Syndrom handelt. Mai Jia zeichnet die Entwicklung der Figur distanziert anhand ihrer Leistungen - und ihres Ringens 
um Leistung - fr den staatlichen Geheimdienst nach. Eine literarische Vergegenwrtigung der Figurenpsychologie, die 
wir im Westen als kraftvoll empfinden wrden, kann ich nicht feststellen.Fazit: eine aufschlussreiche und durchaus 
kurzweilige Lese-Fernreise. Auch wenn mich die Geschichte mehr interessiert als berhrt hat.3 von 4 Kunden fanden 
die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Noch nicht der weltweite Durchbruch eines chinesischen RomansVon Helmut 
JanusMai Jias Roman Decoded ist sehr stark von chinesischen literarischen Traditionen geprgt. Das heit, er holt sehr 
weit aus und erzhlt die Geschichte der Hauptperson Rong Jinzhen beginnend mit seiner Familiengeschichte ber 
mehrere Generationen. Die Darstellung ist streng chronologisch. Nur Andeutungen weisen auf zuknftige Ereignisse 
hin. Das Buch ist fr chinesische Leser geschrieben. Es gibt viele Verweise auf geschichtliche Ereignisse, die ein 
auslndischer Leser nur einordnen kann, wenn er sich auch sonst intensiv mit China beschftigt hat. Das tut der 
Lesbarkeit des Buchs aber keinen Abbruch. Nur sollte man nicht eine Spionage-Geschichte erwarten. Als Rong 
Jinzhen schlielich in der geheimen Einheit Nr. 701 arbeitet, erfhrt man zwar, dass er den Code Purple knackt, wozu 
dieser dient und was der Feind damit anstellt, bleibt aber unklar. Auch sein frherer Professor Jan Liseiwicz, dessen 
Zeit in China detailliert beschrieben wird, bleibt als Figur seltsam unscharf, nachdem er China verlassen hat und zum 
Gegenspieler von Rong Jinzhen geworden ist. Im Fokus stehen immer nur die Figur und die Psychologie des Code-
Knackers. Wer Enigma von Robert Harris gelesen hat, und wei, mit wie vielen Personen und welchem enormen 
technischen Aufwand die Englnder die Verschlsselungsmaschinen der Nazis geknackt haben, kann sich nur wundern, 
wie im China der fnfziger und sechziger Jahre ein einziges geniales Hirn so etwas geleistet haben soll. So ausufernd 
wie der Roman mit der Familiengeschichte beginnt so endet er auch. Es ist schon ein beeindruckendes Buch mit vielen 
interessanten Passagen. Ich bezweifle aber, ob dies der erste chinesische Roman ist, der weltweit den Durchbruch 
schaffen kann, so wie es von einigen begeisterten Kritiken vorausgehen worden ist.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die 
folgende Rezension hilfreich. LangweiligVon KundeIch mag Science Fiction und auch Bcher die mit Mathe zu tun 
haben. Die Bcher von Cixin Liu hab ich auch gelesen und haben mir sehr gut gefallen. Auch Bcher die um die 
moderne Geschichte Kinas gehen. Dieses Buch was einfach langweilig. Der Hauptcharakter ist nicht berzeugend und 
erwacht keine Interesse. Die Geschichte ist auch mehr wie ein Dokumentar als Literatur. Schade.

KurzbeschreibungDecoded tells the story of Rong Jinzhwen, one of the great code-breakers in the world. A semi-
autistic mathematical genius, Jinzhen is recruited to the cryptography department of China's secret services, Unit 701, 
where he is assigned the task of breaking the elusive 'Code Purple'. Jinzhen rises through the ranks to eventually 
become China's greatest and most celebrated code-breaker; until he makes a mistake. Then begins his descent through 
the unfathomable darkness of the world of cryptology into madness. Decoded was an immediate success when it was 
published in 2002 in China and has become an international bestseller. With the pacing of a literary crime thriller, Mai 
Jia's masterpiece also combines elements of historical fiction and state espionage. Taking place in the shadowy world 
of Chinese secret security, where Mai Jia worked for decades, it introduces us to a place that is unfamiliar, intriguing 
and authentic. And with Rong Jinzhen, it introduces us to a character who is deeply flawed and fragile, yet possessing 
exceptional intelligence. Decoded is an unforgettable and gripping story of genius, brilliance, insanity and human 
frailty.Mai Jia (the pseudonym of Jiang Benhu) is arguably the most successful writer in China today. His books are 
constant bestsellers, with total sales over three million copies. He became the highest paid author in China last year 
with his new book, Wind Talk. He has achieved unprecedented success with film adaptation: all of his novels are 
made - or are being made - into major films or TV series, the screenplays of which are often written by Mai Jia 
himself. He is hailed as the forerunner of Chinese espionage fiction, and has created a unique genre that combines 
spycraft, code-breaking, crime, human drama, historical fiction, and metafiction. He has won almost every major 
award in China, including the highest literary honor - the Mao Dun Award.Pressestimmen"When I say that 
["Decoded"] is excellent, I am referring both to its remarkable literary qualities and to the fact that it demands to be 
read in a single sitting." --Alai, Mao Dun Literature Prize-winning author of "Red Poppies""The illogical nature of 
destiny, the brilliance and fragility of genius, and circumstances that bind people together irrevocably as they drift 
through the darkness of the night all form part of Mai Jia's strange and mysterious novel."--"Beijing Evening News 
""Between the thrills of pulp fiction and those novels which come to be considered classics, there are boundaries and 
lines which, for many writers, are difficult to cross, and may take a lifetime (if ever) to realize. Mai Jia's achievement 
is that he has overcome that barrier with steady and assured strides. The footprints he has left behind form an 
ingenious, secretive literary treasure map." --Wong Kar-wai, director of "The Grandmaster""When I say that 
["Decoded"] is excellent, I am referring both to its remarkable literary qualities and to the fact that it demands to be 



read in a single sitting." --Alai, Mao Dun Literature Prize-winning author of "Red Poppies""The illogical nature of 
destiny, the brilliance and fragility of genius, and circumstances that bind people together irrevocably as they drift 
through the darkness of the night all form part of Mai Jia's strange and mysterious novel."--"Beijing Evening News 
"""Decoded" is a subtle and complex exploration of cryptography, politics, dreams and their significance . . . There is 
much of interest in this book, from the strange, superstitious beginning to the gradual decline of the Rong family as the 
twentieth century progresses . . . But, in the end, it is the complexity of the characters that is "Decoded's "enduring 
pleasure." --"The Times Literary Supplement""Between the thrills of pulp fiction and those novels which come to be 
considered classics, there are boundaries and lines which, for many writers, are difficult to cross, and may take a 
lifetime (if ever) to realize. Mai Jia's achievement is that he has overcome that barrier with steady and assured strides. 
The footprints he has left behind form an ingenious, secretive literary treasure map." --Wong Kar-wai, director of "The 
Grandmaster""When I say that ["Decoded"] is excellent, I am referring both to its remarkable literary qualities and to 
the fact that it demands to be read in a single sitting." --Alai, Mao Dun Literature Prize-winning author of "Red 
Poppies""The illogical nature of destiny, the brilliance and fragility of genius, and circumstances that bind people 
together irrevocably as they drift through the darkness of the night all form part of Mai Jia's strange and mysterious 
novel."--"Beijing Evening News "Praise for" Decoded"""Decoded" is a subtle and complex exploration of 
cryptography, politics, dreams and their significance . . . In the end, it's the complexity of the characters that is 
"Decoded"'s enduring pleasure." --"The London of Books""Subtle and psychologically focused . . . the central story is 
a gripping one . . . it leaves you eager to read more of his work." --Alexander Larman, "The Observer""A mixture of 
Kafka and Agatha Christie . . . An utterly fascinating read." --Edward Wilson, "The Independent ""The book's subtle 
ambiguity is extended to its own conclusion, the decoding of which the reader is compelled to take part in." --"The 
Wall Street Journal""An engaging and highly unusual read." --"The Sunday Independent"""Decoded" is a subtle and 
complex exploration of cryptography, politics, dreams and their significance . . . There is much of interest in this book, 
from the strange, superstitious beginning to the gradual decline of the Rong family as the twentieth century progresses 
. . . But, in the end, it is the complexity of the characters that is "Decoded's "enduring pleasure." --"The Times Literary 
Supplement""Between the thrills of pulp fiction and those novels which come to be considered classics, there are 
boundaries and lines which, for many writers, are difficult to cross, and may take a lifetime (if ever) to realize. Mai 
Jia's achievement is that he has overcome that barrier with steady and assured strides. The footprints he has left behind 
form an ingenious, secretive literary treasure map." --Wong Kar-wai, director of "The Grandmaster""When I say that 
["Decoded"] is excellent, I am referring both to its remarkable literary qualities and to the fact that it demands to be 
read in a single sitting." --Alai, Mao Dun Literature Prize-winning author of "Red Poppies""The illogical nature of 
destiny, the brilliance and fragility of genius, and circumstances that bind people together irrevocably as they drift 
through the darknPraise for" Decoded""There is a determination to unsettle the reader; an uneasiness abotu settling on 
one focused point of view, almost as if the narrative style is attempting to replicate the complexities of code breaking 
that lie at the heart of the novel . . . ["Decoded"] possesses an aesthetic of its own, a world in which the characters feel 
constantly teetering on the edge of obsession." --Tash Aw, "The Telegraph"""Decoded" is a subtle and complex 
exploration of cryptography, politics, dreams and their significance . . . In the end, it's the complexity of the characters 
that is "Decoded"'s enduring pleasure." --"The London of Books""Subtle and psychologically focused . . . the central 
story is a gripping one . . . it leaves you eager to read more of his work." --Alexander Larman, "The Observer""A 
mixture of Kafka and Agatha Christie . . . An utterly fascinating read." --Edward Wilson, "The Independent ""The 
book's subtle ambiguity is extended to its own conclusion, the decoding of which the reader is compelled to take part 
in." --"The Wall Street Journal""An engaging and highly unusual read." --"The Sunday Independent"""Decoded" is a 
subtle and complex exploration of cryptography, politics, dreams and their significance . . . There is much of interest 
in this book, from the strange, superstitious beginning to the gradual decline of the Rong family as the twentieth 
century progresses . . . But, in the end, it is the complexity of the characters that is "Decoded's "enduring pleasure." --
"The Times Literary Supplement""Between the thrills of pulp fiction and those novels which come to be considered 
classics, there are boundaries and lines which, for many writers, are difficult to cross, and may take a lifetime (if ever) 
to realize. Mai Jia's achievement is that he has overcome that barrier with steady and assured strides. The footprints he 
has left behind form an ingenious, secretive literary treasure map." --Wong Kar-wai, director of "The 
Grandmaster"Praise for" Decoded"""Decoded," the debut work of Mai Jia, breaks the mould . . . It stands out among 
Chinese novels for its pace, liveliness and the sheer novelty of the tale it tells. It grips from the first page. [Mai Jia] 
offers a beguiling and magical mystery tour of China. It is an absolute joy to read." --"The Economist""There is a 
determination to unsettle the reader; an uneasiness abotu settling on one focused point of view, almost as if the 
narrative style is attempting to replicate the complexities of code breaking that lie at the heart of the novel . . . 
["Decoded"] possesses an aesthetic of its own, a world in which the characters feel constantly teetering on the edge of 
obsession." --Tash Aw, "The Telegraph"""Decoded" is a subtle and complex exploration of cryptography, politics, 
dreams and their significance . . . In the end, it's the complexity of the characters that is "Decoded"'s enduring 
pleasure." --"The London of Books""Subtle and psychologically focused . . . the central story is a gripping one . . . it 
leaves you eager to read more of his work." --Alexander Larman, "The Observer""A mixture of Kafka and Agatha 



Christie . . . An utterly fascinating read." --Edward Wilson, "The Independent ""The book's subtle ambiguity is 
extended to its own conclusion, the decoding of which the reader is compelled to take part in." --"The Wall Street 
Journal""An engaging and highly unusual read." --"The Sunday Independent"""Decoded" is a subtle and complex 
exploration of cryptography, politics, dreams and their significance . . . There is much of interest in this book, from the 
strange, superstitious beginning to the gradual decline of the Rong family as the twentieth century progresses . . . But, 
in the end, it is the complexity of the characters that is "Decoded's "enduring pleasure." --"The Times Literary 
Supplement""Between the thrills of pulp fiction and those novels which come to be considered classics, there are 
boundaries and lines which, for mPraise for" Decoded""[A]n entirely original work--a mix of spy thriller, historical 
saga and mathematical puzzle that somehow coheres into a powerful whole." --"The Financial Times"""Decoded", the 
debut work of Mai Jia, breaks the mould . . . It stands out among Chinese novels for its pace, liveliness and the sheer 
novelty of the tale it tells. It grips from the first page. [Mai Jia] offers a beguiling and magical mystery tour of China. 
It is an absolute joy to read." --"The Economist""There is a determination to unsettle the reader; an uneasiness abotu 
settling on one focused point of view, almost as if the narrative style is attempting to replicate the complexities of code 
breaking that lie at the heart of the novel . . . ["Decoded"] possesses an aesthetic of its own, a world in which the 
characters feel constantly teetering on the edge of obsession." --Tash Aw, "The Telegraph"""Decoded" is a subtle and 
complex exploration of cryptography, politics, dreams and their significance . . . In the end, it's the complexity of the 
characters that is "Decoded"'s enduring pleasure." --"The London of Books""Subtle and psychologically focused . . . 
the central story is a gripping one . . . it leaves you eager to read more of his work." --Alexander Larman, "The 
Observer""A mixture of Kafka and Agatha Christie . . . An utterly fascinating read." --Edward Wilson, "The 
Independent ""The book's subtle ambiguity is extended to its own conclusion, the decoding of which the reader is 
compelled to take part in." --"The Wall Street Journal""An engaging and highly unusual read." --"The Sunday 
Independent"""Decoded" is a subtle and complex exploration of cryptography, politics, dreams and their significance . 
. . There is much of interest in this book, from the strange, superstitious beginning to the gradual decline of the Rong 
family as the twentieth century progresses . . . But, in the end, it is the complexity of the characters that is "Decoded's 
"enduring pleasure." --"The"A gripping plot [and] otherworldly aura and flamboyant detail . . . Spectacular."--"The 
New York Times Book " (Editors' Choice) "Mai plays adroitly with literary genre and crafts a story of Borgesian 
subtlety and complexity."--"The New Yorker ""Entirely original . . . A mix of spy thriller, historical saga, and 
mathematical puzzle that somehow coheres into a powerful whole."--"Financial Times" (London) "There is a 
determination to unsettle the reader; an uneasiness about settling on one focused point of view . . . ["Decoded"'s] 
deviations take the novel out of the realms of the hard-edged thriller into somewhere more surreal and unexpected."--
Tash Aw, "The Telegraph" (London) ""Decoded" stands out among Chinese novels for its pace, liveliness, and the 
sheer novelty of the tale it tells. It grips from the first page . . . It is an absolute joy to read."--"The 
Economist"""Decoded" is a subtle and complex exploration of cryptography, politics, dreams and their significance . . 
. There is much of interest in this book, from the strange, superstitious beginning to the gradual decline of the Rong 
family as the twentieth century progresses . . . But, in the end, it is the complexity of the characters that is "Decoded's 
"enduring pleasure."--"The Times Literary Supplement ""Between the thrills of pulp fiction and those novels which 
come to be considered classics, there are boundaries and lines which, for many writers, are difficult to cross, and may 
take a lifetime (if ever) to realize. Mai Jia's achievement is that he has overcome that barrier with steady and assured 
strides. The footprints he has left behind form an ingenious, secretive literary treasure map."--Wong Kar-wai, director 
of "The Grandmaster ""When I say that ["Decoded"] is excellent, I am referring both to its remarkable literary 
qualities and to the fact that it demands to be read in a single sitting."--Alai, Mao Dun Literature Prize-winning author 
of "Red Poppies ""The illogical nature of destiny, the brilliance and fragility of genius, and circumstances that bind 
people together irrevocably as they drift through the darkness of the night all form part of Mai Jia's strange and 
mysterious novel."--"Beijing Evening News ""A gripping plot [and] otherworldly aura . . . Spectacular."--"The New 
York Times Book " (Editors' Choice) "Mai plays adroitly with literary genre and crafts a story of Borgesian subtlety 
and complexity."--"The New Yorker ""Entirely original . . . A mix of spy thriller, historical saga, and mathematical 
puzzle that somehow coheres into a powerful whole."--"Financial Times" (London) "There is a determination to 
unsettle the reader; an uneasiness about settling on one focused point of view . . . ["Decoded"'s] deviations take the 
novel out of the realms of the hard-edged thriller into somewhere more surreal and unexpected."--Tash Aw, "The 
Telegraph" (London) ""Decoded" stands out among Chinese novels for its pace, liveliness, and the sheer novelty of the 
tale it tells. It grips from the first page . . . It is an absolute joy to read."--"The Economist"""Decoded" is a subtle and 
complex exploration of cryptography, politics, dreams and their significance . . . There is much of interest in this book, 
from the strange, superstitious beginning to the gradual decline of the Rong family as the twentieth century progresses 
. . . But, in the end, it is the complexity of the characters that is "Decoded's "enduring pleasure."--"The Times Literary 
Supplement ""Between the thrills of pulp fiction and those novels which come to be considered classics, there are 
boundaries and lines which, for many writers, are difficult to cross, and may take a lifetime (if ever) to realize. Mai 
Jia's achievement is that he has overcome that barrier with steady and assured strides. The footprints he has left behind 
form an ingenious, secretive literary treasure map."--Wong Kar-wai, director of "The Grandmaster ""When I say that 



["Decoded"] is excellent, I am referring both to its remarkable literary qualities and to the fact that it demands to be 
read in a single sitting."--Alai, Mao Dun Literature Prize-winning author of "Red Poppies ""The illogical nature of 
destiny, the brilliance and fragility of genius, and circumstances that bind people together irrevocably as they drift 
through the darkness of the night all form part of Mai Jia's strange and mysterious novel."--"Beijing Evening News " A 
gripping plot [and] otherworldly aura . . . Spectacular. "The New York Times Book (Editors' Choice)" Mai plays 
adroitly with literary genre and crafts a story of Borgesian subtlety and complexity. "The New Yorker" Entirely 
original . . . A mix of spy thriller, historical saga, and mathematical puzzle that somehow coheres into a powerful 
whole. "Financial Times (London)" There is a determination to unsettle the reader; an uneasiness about settling on one 
focused point of view . . . ["Decoded"'s] deviations take the novel out of the realms of the hard-edged thriller into 
somewhere more surreal and unexpected. "Tash Aw, The Telegraph (London)" "Decoded" stands out among Chinese 
novels for its pace, liveliness, and the sheer novelty of the tale it tells. It grips from the first page . . . It is an absolute 
joy to read. "The Economist" "Decoded" is a subtle and complex exploration of cryptography, politics, dreams and 
their significance . . . There is much of interest in this book, from the strange, superstitious beginning to the gradual 
decline of the Rong family as the twentieth century progresses . . . But, in the end, it is the complexity of the characters 
that is "Decoded's "enduring pleasure. "The Times Literary Supplement" Between the thrills of pulp fiction and those 
novels which come to be considered classics, there are boundaries and lines which, for many writers, are difficult to 
cross, and may take a lifetime (if ever) to realize. Mai Jia's achievement is that he has overcome that barrier with 
steady and assured strides. The footprints he has left behind form an ingenious, secretive literary treasure map. "Wong 
Kar-wai, director of The Grandmaster" When I say that ["Decoded"] is excellent, I am referring both to its remarkable 
literary qualities and to the fact that it demands to be read in a single sitting. "Alai, Mao Dun Literature Prize winning 
author of Red Poppies" The illogical nature of destiny, the brilliance and fragility of genius, and circumstances that 
bind people together irrevocably as they drift through the darkness of the night all form part of Mai Jia's strange and 
mysterious novel. "Beijing Evening News"" A gripping plot [and] otherworldly aura . . . Spectacular. The New York 
Times Book (Editors' Choice) Mai plays adroitly with literary genre and crafts a story of Borgesian subtlety and 
complexity. The New Yorker Entirely original . . . A mix of spy thriller, historical saga, and mathematical puzzle that 
somehow coheres into a powerful whole. Financial Times (London) There is a determination to unsettle the reader; an 
uneasiness about settling on one focused point of view . . . [Decoded's] deviations take the novel out of the realms of 
the hard-edged thriller into somewhere more surreal and unexpected. Tash Aw, The Telegraph (London) Decoded 
stands out among Chinese novels for its pace, liveliness, and the sheer novelty of the tale it tells. It grips from the first 
page . . . It is an absolute joy to read. The Economist Decoded is a subtle and complex exploration of cryptography, 
politics, dreams and their significance . . . There is much of interest in this book, from the strange, superstitious 
beginning to the gradual decline of the Rong family as the twentieth century progresses . . . But, in the end, it is the 
complexity of the characters that is Decoded's enduring pleasure. The Times Literary Supplement Between the thrills 
of pulp fiction and those novels which come to be considered classics, there are boundaries and lines which, for many 
writers, are difficult to cross, and may take a lifetime (if ever) to realize. Mai Jia's achievement is that he has overcome 
that barrier with steady and assured strides. The footprints he has left behind form an ingenious, secretive literary 
treasure map. Wong Kar-wai, director of The Grandmaster When I say that [Decoded] is excellent, I am referring both 
to its remarkable literary qualities and to the fact that it demands to be read in a single sitting. Alai, Mao Dun 
Literature Prize winning author of Red Poppies The illogical nature of destiny, the brilliance and fragility of genius, 
and circumstances that bind people together irrevocably as they drift through the darkness of the night all form part of 
Mai Jia's strange and mysterious novel. Beijing Evening News""A gripping plot [and] otherworldly aura . . . 
Spectacular." --The New York Times Book (Editors' Choice)"Mai plays adroitly with literary genre and crafts a story 
of Borgesian subtlety and complexity." --The New Yorker"Entirely original . . . A mix of spy thriller, historical saga, 
and mathematical puzzle that somehow coheres into a powerful whole." --Financial Times (London)"There is a 
determination to unsettle the reader; an uneasiness about settling on one focused point of view . . . [Decoded's] 
deviations take the novel out of the realms of the hard-edged thriller into somewhere more surreal and unexpected." --
Tash Aw, The Telegraph (London)"Decoded stands out among Chinese novels for its pace, liveliness, and the sheer 
novelty of the tale it tells. It grips from the first page . . . It is an absolute joy to read." --The Economist"Decoded is a 
subtle and complex exploration of cryptography, politics, dreams and their significance . . . There is much of interest 
in this book, from the strange, superstitious beginning to the gradual decline of the Rong family as the twentieth 
century progresses . . . But, in the end, it is the complexity of the characters that is Decoded's enduring pleasure." --
The Times Literary Supplement"Between the thrills of pulp fiction and those novels which come to be considered 
classics, there are boundaries and lines which, for many writers, are difficult to cross, and may take a lifetime (if ever) 
to realize. Mai Jia's achievement is that he has overcome that barrier with steady and assured strides. The footprints he 
has left behind form an ingenious, secretive literary treasure map." --Wong Kar-wai, director of The 
Grandmaster"When I say that [Decoded] is excellent, I am referring both to its remarkable literary qualities and to the 
fact that it demands to be read in a single sitting." --Alai, Mao Dun Literature Prize-winning author of Red 
Poppies"The illogical nature of destiny, the brilliance and fragility of genius, and circumstances that bind people 



together irrevocably as they drift through the darkness of the night all form part of Mai Jia's strange and mysterious 
novel." --Beijing Evening NewsKurzbeschreibungDecoded tells the story of Rong Jinzhwen, one of the great code-
breakers in the world. A semi-autistic mathematical genius, Jinzhen is recruited to the cryptography department of 
China's secret services, Unit 701, where he is assigned the task of breaking the elusive 'Code Purple'. Jinzhen rises 
through the ranks to eventually become China's greatest and most celebrated code-breaker; until he makes a mistake. 
Then begins his descent through the unfathomable darkness of the world of cryptology into madness. Decoded was an 
immediate success when it was published in 2002 in China and has become an international bestseller. With the pacing 
of a literary crime thriller, Mai Jia's masterpiece also combines elements of historical fiction and state espionage. 
Taking place in the shadowy world of Chinese secret security, where Mai Jia worked for decades, it introduces us to a 
place that is unfamiliar, intriguing and authentic. And with Rong Jinzhen, it introduces us to a character who is deeply 
flawed and fragile, yet possessing exceptional intelligence. Decoded is an unforgettable and gripping story of genius, 
brilliance, insanity and human frailty.Mai Jia (the pseudonym of Jiang Benhu) is arguably the most successful writer 
in China today. His books are constant bestsellers, with total sales over three million copies. He became the highest 
paid author in China last year with his new book, Wind Talk. He has achieved unprecedented success with film 
adaptation: all of his novels are made - or are being made - into major films or TV series, the screenplays of which are 
often written by Mai Jia himself. He is hailed as the forerunner of Chinese espionage fiction, and has created a unique 
genre that combines spycraft, code-breaking, crime, human drama, historical fiction, and metafiction. He has won 
almost every major award in China, including the highest literary honor - the Mao Dun Award. 


